[Thrombosis of the cavernous sinus following prone-position spinal surgery in a patient with factor V Leiden].
Non-infectious thrombosis of the cavernous sinus has sometimes been reported as a complication following neurosurgical procedures and, in one case, after carrying out the operation in a prone position. Factor V Leiden is a genetic risk factor for presenting an intracranial venous thrombotic disease. We report the case of a patient who suffered thrombosis of the cavernous sinus following prolonged surgery in the prone position and in whom a mutation of factor V Leiden in a heterozygotic state was discovered. A 64-year-old male, with arterial hypertension as the only known vascular risk factor, who, after prolonged surgery in a prone position, presented amaurosis in the left eye accompanied some hours later by ocular pain, conjunctival ecchymosis, proptosis and abolition of extrinsic ocular mobility. An angiography scan confirmed the existence of thrombosis in the cavernous sinus. Treatment was established with low-molecular-weight heparin without the occurrence of any other kinds of complications. The patient gradually recovered extrinsic ocular mobility but not visual acuity. A heterozygotic mutation for factor V Leiden was found in a hypercoagulability study that was later performed. The coexistence of a risk factor for presenting a venous thrombotic disease and a mechanical phenomenon, venous statis, due to the posture adopted for the surgical intervention together account for the complication presented by the patient.